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HOTEL REVIEW

A variety of designers — including
German architects Axthelm-Rolvien,
Spanish firm IVG Arquitectura and
celebrated designer Patricia Urquiola

— have been involved in the conversion
of Berlin’s former Danish embassy to a

haxury hotel.
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'lcnl-rd.rp Ditirich Phatography: weewnmbed:

agl inperior design projects

are aften crganisad aeousd

a cemiral klem thas holds the

whode concept together. Thas
Sque, an B0-rooen hotel in resurgent western
Berlm ediacet 1o the day's workd-renowred
zoa, macoends for the most part in puercoming
the back of such a smgle comiept. Mewerthelsss
the work of many different bands i3 evident i
distinct areas of the horel,

Firsly, wale the involvemen of Pocsdam-
‘naged archirects Axrbeins-Rolvien who were
artgmally sppointsd m complene wll the
srchitestural wark and the inferior design,
This incloded dealing with the complicated
permissions required 1o renomvate te curving
rc of the hismric element of the former
Danish Emhessy, designed by Brodl Schaodt
in 1930, Columes had 1o be strengrhened o
neoep the addicionsl load of reo new floors
of goestrooens, The repai of the damage to
the ravertine-clad sisinzas wither sde of the
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endramce requred carcful marching. & nomhle
success in the heritage baitle was the insestion
af 8 cut-through inm the extramae hall wall o
comnect it with the grander smircase behiel.
Moes sariking however s the oobic
preenetry of their mesderm inserion embraced
by the curved arms of the ohd fuildeng
“Hr was our intention to coneradict the old
archiiecnare, so our nddigion bad wn be
strong,” cxpliing parcner Haemer Rohvien.
Limked o the kistoric buildieg by o single-
finor extension housing the snsgeasmy of
the hotel's public spaces, their sculpraral
teapezaidal wwer indudes a remarkable
ganrileverad seciion. The canilever "preserved
th wigw Of the 2o feoms the historss baskding
behind,” continues Rodvien, alsao allowsng
for the maxirmisation of the sguare Eetees
permicted oo the plot. Part of this aow
wohume is socupsed by the angular vet calming
whitenss of & spa with three crestment rooms
A wallowwy soross the smuall pool leads to L3
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GPPOSITE FREE Mhe sizrmase and wrrsuding landings dre
S corveried 124 Thiek soneg lincary whins segant
stighaal parguet faan. Freach deees, and restored basduind
are camtunibid with Patric Urpdalid - cirhing
corlarinale s alng AMANATELL. Sarh en niad a0 arsy
of ek T Tasciven erlng an Tha torgias of art, achidsalure,
corative ol leie died 1Roingn

o
disgnaed a§ @ staircmse
Axrhelm-Folvien's tres

suspended abowe the water and

fawpude of O

ariginslly to be used w3 device w nk hoth
buildings, Whize concrete pasels covermg the
exression have been eiched by speckalists,
Hering Baw, with the crisp detail of & texile-

[ parpern. This partern was 1o be repested

in guestrooma. o mwards the and of
a lengthy construction process, the ownen

decided o
guestroom fit aur hecame the responsibilicy

different interior deilgners. The

of & second party, Spamsh company LVG

Arguirerran. They wstd The cocnoning

sy arrangement praposed by Axthe lm-
Rolvien bug replaced the flomal panem from
thie facnde with woad veneer snd the link with

Irregular Aoorplans S seoms in both

buildings creave o seome ol kg
raged. Suilss on

Exploration ks enca

Brage of the ool
fwe-miztre high ceshings. The pared-chram
lewary of guestroonss i peired with modere
rechralogy swch as sutomated blinds For
the foor-to-ceiling windows, and Apple

1=ch

nlogy played through huge, flascreen
TV5 Ins funine sustes. Ouher positive aspects
imclude the fabulows views, with fully opening
F pors, and task statieg from B&B
Iraa

In places, the fues
wxe noa of wach high
mreds where funct
thougl trcugh. For example, a0 under-
basin cupbosrd door Aaps dinem directy iome
hanging hamd porwe . The sarfei
(organic shapis: in rugs, striped bol
diampand patterned hed throws) can be a e
overwielming.

hings and finlshes
uzalicy and there are
v hes not been fully

Public areis are more consmtendy realised.
thanks bo the guidmg hand of Patricia
Upquicda, sgain 4 lae sppoinimen, $ee

w0 che desgn S0y [




= with def tonches in the hitel's pulblie
spaces, Hier interiors are al once engagi
coimfortable asd yer sophl sted, Brighi
wplashies of colowned carpet and uphelstery
eniliven a neuiral backgroand of e o
stane and wood. Maoy of the fumithings ere

Unquinls's cwn desigrms, Diher objec
lemiher anisnals o the shape of thinca, bappas
amed buifwhes ths

reference the nelghboaring
o, were curnbed by Eer.
Ciogeper is nlso used i o signans
shramighous the pablic ares.
s copper-clad, signage # ¢n copper sheet
and thw naln decorative dlement of the

Beis bar

fine dining reslaursnt, Cin & ceffiing
dizplay of *cagpiana’ copper pofi and pans
Imterspersed with T3

Barges. The use o

Drivon copper shade
{s within the b
¢uollateral is evidence this copper theme has
been well thought through: The pale green
pabour decorates the pages of e that

are atta
simmilaly &

meple woonden bosrds by
ared elaszic. Ocher neal deiign
densils i the restasarant inclode e argied
mirror above o bright yellow poepan
In Cinco, allowing diners 1o s 1
L+
seclwened Canmlan chef Paos Perez o keep an
u

s takle

nction
' cameras in tho rest of the kivchen allow

b whzn e ia oot @5 resldence.
D
for Michelin

1ue b the first project canside Spain

rarred Perer, wha alie cversees
The Casual - a eharply wiangular spice,
where slarted walls snd skyBghis frme &
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tapas-orienied, all-day-dirdng expermnce
nrmally

faces the

T the rear of the hotel, &
appenied privace dming re
o, Opemed in Pebruary, the Bel Frage
meezing spoce of fearr adjoining suites can be
coniecred for an arrsy of privae ar pultlic
e,

A broege crocodile sculprune by Paris-haved
arrist (poentin Garel, iss faws gaping beneath
like [gheing insoallation «f sneall globes
in the entrace b
ary hoel bus siriking nonetheless, Ung
cory Traries’ on the landings of the grasd
staircass are periect for privele Mestings ar

WY

35 quies spots where guests cin coey up with
& book fram the Taschen-stocked shelves

black

fram the greivsne collect

ommers, ihat adds yet anotser d
il
[ss Sooe rranskaies directly fromn the
hough the
ehils less Bterally
1= o ‘Drawing Room' — " the space i any

within the hi

D for “living mosm’

orarmiers hiave imerprebed

well-appoinied howse whern peopds relax,

socialise, ent aned discuss,” The result

hiricaed hiotel i tane withs in
e in Berlins Embassy Chaarter,
An with many & diploowric eegot

[==ig il

o, e

various deslgn perspect
Stue may e be entirely resolved, bur they

r play m D

mgree o Gl L quiet, prowii-Up METmeT. |
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